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RUNNING FOR A GOOD CAUSE

BPDA to partially
close Pier 4 at the
Navy Yard for 2022
By John Lynds

Caitlin Shanley, a speech language pathologist for the Boston Public Schools and a resident of Charlestown on
March 20 will be running 21 miles around Boston to the seven homes of her students who have Down syndrome to recognize World Down Syndrome Day (which is actually March 21 but there is school).
Caitlin partnered with Massachusetts Down Syndrome Congress last year after getting the idea during one of
her many materials drop offs for my students who were still learning remotely. She always tries to do something special on March 21 as she has a family member with Down syndrome and had to get creative with
Covid. It’s not common to haveseven students with Down syndrome, but I work at an inclusion school that
they all attend. This year she is even stopping at one of the Art Teacher intern’s house who also has Down
syndrome. Her route will be from Charlestown, to Roxbury, then on to Dorchester, then Mattapan, then
West Roxbury to the South End and back finishing up Monument Ave at the Monument. Her family and
friends and some of the students come to meet me at the Monument. Over the last year of doing this and
being part of MDSC’s marathon team with the help of generous friends and family, she raised around $17,000
for the students. For donations please contact Caitlin at caitlinoshanley@gmail.com.

District 1 City Council race heating up
By John Lynds

With the Special Election
Preliminary for the District 1 City
Council seat less than two months
away the two candidates are
pounding the pavement, knocking doors, raising money, releasing their plans for the district
and squaring off at community
forums.
East Boston’s Gabriela Coletta
and Tania Del Rio will face
each other during the May 3
Preliminary Election and with no
Republican challengers the winner of that race will become the
District;s next City Councilor.
The month of February was
a busy month for the two candidates as they attended several
community forums in the district

as well as recent Democratic Ward
Caucuses that elected delegates to
the state convention in June.
Also, Coletta and Del Rio have
been busy raising money for their
campaigns but it seems Coletta
has taken the lead.
According to the Office of
Campaign and Political Fiance
Coletta raised $27,010.67 during
the month of February and has
$71,784.07 cash on hand according to her fundraising disclosures.
Del Rio raised $11,957.98 last
month and has $34,606.39 cash
on hand according to her report.
Coletta could increase that
total with two upcoming fundraisers this month. Coletta will
host a fundraising event alongside
supporters at the Cunard Tavern
in East Boston on Wednesday,

March 23 and another hosted
by Charlestown State Rep. Dan
Ryan at the Monument Tavern in
Charlestown on Tuesday March
22, 2022.
“Gabriela knows and understands the character and rich culture of the neighborhood,” said
the event’s Host Committee Chair
Brain Callahan. “Small businesses
make up the unique fabric of our
community and I know that she
will be a voice for small business
owners like me. I’m proud to support her alongside my friend Rep.
Dan Ryan.”
Despite trailing in fundraising Del Rio recently picked
up the endorsement of former Massachusetts Lieutenant
(COUNCIL RACE Pg. 3)

In a Boston Planning and
Development Agency advisory
letter to Charlestown residents,
BPDA Communication Director
Bonnie McGilpin said the BPDA
will temporarily partially close Pier
4 of the Charlestown Navy Yard
for 2022 due to identified structural deficiencies.
The closure will displace the
neighborhood’s
Courageous
Sailing program for the summer.
“As part of the BPDA’s ongoing
proactive capital maintenance and
repair program, Pier 4 was recently
subject to an inspection and assessment by the Waterfront Structures

Division of GEI Consultants,”
wrote McGilpin. “This inspection is part of a multi-million dollar BPDA project to inspect and
improve the waterfront infrastructure near Shipyard Park, Pier 4,
Dry Dock 2 and the surrounding area in the Charlestown Navy
Yard.
McGilpin said recent above and
below water inspections of the
Pier 4 facility have resulted in
findings that warrant a partial closure of the pier pending immediate
repairs.
“At issue is the identification
of serious corrosion of the steel
(PIER 4 Pg. 3)

Wu recommends CPA funding
for three Charlestown projects
By John Lynds

Last week, Mayor Michelle Wu
and the City of Boston Community
Preservation Committee (CPC)
announced their recommendation for the latest Community
Preservation Act (CPA) funding
round that includes funding for
three Charlestown projects.
With 52 projects totaling $27
million recommended for funding this round, Wu recommended
Charlestown receive over $1 million for historic preservation and
open space and recreation in the
neighborhood.
“The Community Preservation
Act helps us invest in our commu-

nities by empowering residents and
local organizations to put funding
to important priorities across our
neighborhoods,” said Mayor Wu.
“I am grateful to the Community
Preservation Committee and all
of the applicants for their commitment to expanding affordable
housing, historic preservation and
open space and recreation to benefit Bostonians across our city.”
If approved by the City
Council, the four projects in
Charlestown that will be funded through CPA money will be
the USS Constitution Museum,
the Charlestown Working Theater
and the Warren Prescott School.
(CPA Pg. 3)
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OUR OFFICE IS
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Monday thru Wednesday 9:30 am — 5 pm
Thursday + Friday 9:30 am — 4 pm
781-485-0588

385 Broadway, Revere MA | Citizens Bank Building
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CHARLESTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOLDS LECTURE AT MEMORIAL HALL
The Charlestown Historical Society held a lecture at Memorial Hall. three speakers: Christian Di Spigna,
Katie Turner Getty, and Robert Allison spoke about their focus of study of Colonial Boston shortly before and
at the start of the American Revolution.
Derek Kouyoumjian photos

Coordinator of Revolution 250 Jonathan Lane updated the audience on
events that will commemorate the 250th anniversary of the American
Revolution.

Tom Coots and Massachusetts
State Rep Dan Ryan.

Julie Hall, President of the Charlestown Historical Society, welcomes
the audience to the lecture and introduces each speaker.

Robert Allison, Professor of History at Suffolk University and writer,
listens to fellow lecturer Katie Turner Getty speak. He sits by a row
of coffin lids that are laid out with the initials of victims of the Boston
Massacre.

Katie Turner Getty, writer and independent researcher, lectures on
women who were witnesses to they Boston Massacre and the they roles
they played in the subsequent trial and telling the story of that historic
event.

David M Whelan Scholarship - Bunker Hill Associates
City of Boston Age Strong/BCYF

Copies of the book “Founding
Martyr” by Christian Di Spigna,
the final lecturer. His segment
focused on Joseph Warren, a
prominent figure in Boston during
Colonial times and a Founding
Father who as a general died leading men into the Battle Of Bunker
Hill.

Please Recycle
Robert Allison, Professor of History at Suffolk University and writer,
lectures on the events around the Boston Massacre.

Snapshot of Charlestown
Condo Market
March 11, 2022
Knights of Columbus - Doors open at 11am
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All seniors are welcome at the event.

March 2021

vs

March 2022

THINK OF IT AS AN
OWNER’S MANUAL
FOR YOUR MONEY.

Total Condos

38................................................................14
Median Price

$650,000 ..............................$925,000
GRACE BLOODWELL, Broker

15+ Years Experience, Local Resident
Seller, Buyer & Landlord Representation

617-512-4939

grace.bloodwell@nemoves.com
Coldwell Banker | 2 Thompson Sq | Charlestown MA

The free Consumer Action
Handbook. It’s in print and
online at ConsumerAction.gov.
Order your free copy online
at ConsumerAction.gov or
write to Handbook, Pueblo,
CO 81009.
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CHARLESTOWN HISTORICAL SOCIETY HOLDS LECTURE AT MEMORIAL HALL

Claire and Chris Hurley listen to the lecture in Revolutionary Era garb.

Researcher of early American history and writer Christian Di Spina
speaks. His segment focused on
Joseph Warren, a prominent figure
in Boston during Colonial times
and a Founding Father who as a
general died leading men into the
Battle Of Bunker Hill.

Historical reenactor Paul Lane and Arthur Hurley listen to the lecture.

Matthew and Elizabeth Mees of The Middling Sort Colonial Civilian
Society listen to the lecture.

Historical lecturers of the evening were Christian Di Spigna, Katie Turner Getty (second from right), and
Robert Allison (far right) joined by Tom Coots and Julie Hall, President of the Charlestown Historical Society.

Christian Di Spina autographs copies of his book “Founding Martyr”

Lorna Haineswoth listens to the lecture. In the background are a row
of coffin lids that are laid out with the initials of victims of the Boston
Massacre.

The function room at Memorial Hall was well attended by an audience curious at hearing more about events
that shaped the fate of the Revolutionary War that occurred in our city.

